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Honorable Greg Laughlin
House of Representatives
218 C~nnon Building 
Washington, D.C. 205~5

Dear Congressman Laughlin:

FElIfW.caMlICATDfSCOIIISP
CJFICE ffTHUECAETAAV

:~-sl:CRlfAR1"Z: ~oo.m:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

7330-7/17POA3

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

This is in reply to your letters of March 3rd and 8th, 1993, in which you
inquired on behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of
Proposed Rule MaRing. (Notice) in PR Docket _No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below
512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

~::~
Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures

•
No. of Copies rec'd~••
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Ms. Lauren Belvin
1919 Elm St, NE
Washington,' D.C.' '2055:4

Dear Ms. Belvin:

I have received' several letters· from my' conStituents concerning .FCC
regulations about radio-controlled model aircraft.

Enclosed please find nine letters for your review relating'to PR
Docket 92-235.

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

Sincerely,

in
ongress

Enclosure

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPEll
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The Honorable Greg J;..aughlin
lOth Congressional District
218 Cannon House Office Bldg
Washingto~ DC 20515

Dear Mr. Laughlin:

: .....
.~

400 Scaup Circle
Kyle, !X 7864()

February 16, 1993

. . ~., '. ~

" .,'.'

I am retired and build and fly radio controlled model airplanes. Model a\iation has been
one of my hobbies since a teenager. I am active in the San Marcos Radio Control
Association, which is the local club for my hobby.

I am very concerned about the proposed rules that are curren-tly under consideration
by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding- is PR Docket
92-235. Ifadopted. the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of the frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 w1Hz band. 1bis band is primarily used for
private land dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower oandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control frequencies. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

Within the last ten years, we have just been through splitting the frequencies into narrmver
band\viths and rearranging the band plan to get the present ffequencies, the last of \vhich
were finally phased in during 1991! ..All modelers had to update existing radio systems to
narrow band systems or buy new radio systems with the new narrow band frequencies by
1991.. I have three perfectly good radio control systems that are useless because they have
\vide band frequencies that are no longer legal to operate! Do we have to go through this
again?
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.. When we tly·our'tnodel airplanes und'er radiO Cot1tro~we' rieedthe'lJSe'of oUr 'full
'~oiitplemerit of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment. Our'safety
precautions require careful coordination and use of our radio frequencies. Many model 
airplanes have wipg '$Pans ,QP tol0 feet- and weigh 30 'or40 ·pounds. Thelmodels are .,.-.
expenSive to huild, and they are-capable of causing propertY d3n1.age, serious injury, or
even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the aircraft.

I do not think it is wise ofthe FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of
land mobile radio users at tbeexpense of radio control modelers!

'. "

'Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my p~time by. not allowing the FCC
to carry out it~ proposals for the .72-76MHz band. . .

. Sincerely,

)

~i;J-?Z£.j
(/

James T. Stokes

";'/' ( --"i~'
~ ~~d~

-,/
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. Dear Mr. Laughlin: .

.I retired recently from teaching chemistry at Southwest texas State.
·University and my main and very enjoyable and.challenging hobby is
constructing and flying radio controlled model airpla.,.'1es.

The FCC has roles changes under consideration - PR Docket 92-235
that if adopted will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability when flying model planes. .

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. The FCC
proposes to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower band widths. This will cause interference to radio controlled
aircraft frequencies, resulting in crashes endangering operators and
bystanders resulting in the destruction of many hours of painstaking
work and expensive equipment.

Please help me and several hundred thousand other RC aircraft flyers
across the U. S. continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~
......

",,-W.· ~
Jo W. Hopson~
Chemistry Department (retired)
Southwest Texas State University
San Marcos, TX 78666
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The Honorable Jake Pickle
U. S. House of Representatives
242 Cannon Building
Washington;D.C. 20515 ...

Re: FCC Action (NPRM. PR Docket 92-235) to Reduce Frequency Separation Between Radio
Control and Commercial Bands .

. . .

.~bruary 12~ 199·3

'. . ' ..

Dear Mr. Pickle. .. .

I will make this short and to the point: PLEASE DO NOT CHANGE THE FREQUENCY
ALLOCATION FOR RADIO CONTROL.

This action will impact safety at airfields where spectators, pilots and their families gather for
weekend flying or at major events in which thousands of people attend. I don't know if you have
ever seen an RIC airplane out of control or not I have. Some of these airplanes are very large.
Some of them cost thousands of dollars, some are very fast. This action will take these incidents
from very occasional and out of the ordinary, to regular occurrences. This action will cost the RIC
flyer a lot of money in new equipment or equipment modification costs.

PLEASE SIR, I AM STRONGLY OPPOSED TO THIS CHANGE IN FCC RULES.
HELP US KEEP RIC SAFE.

I work at the University of Texas in the Electrical and Computer Engineering Deopartment. I
speak with some knowledge of the subject.

All someone would have to do is drive by with a telephone or radio in their car and it would cause
injury or death at most, hundreds to thousands of dollars at least, in crashed airplanes. PLEASE
HELP.

Sincerely,

/P,i~v~~
Perry Durkee
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,Dear ,Gil~' ~JJpt;1I1.;/ :,,
I 'axri very. active in a local club whose members enjoy COMtructing and operating radio c~ntrolled model
airplanes. I am very concerned abo~t proposed ruies that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communicatio~ Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted. the new rules
will greatly reduce ~e uSabiBty of frequencies currently assigned for model use and,increase the risk
of accidents and attendant liability' for controlling model airplanes.

.Ou~ radio control frequenCies are in the 72~76 MHz band. Thil; band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequericies in this band are far enough apart
from the land mobile frequencies 'that we:. have been able to share the band without either use' interfering
with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths
and rearranging the band plan. A~ a result, many land mobile frequ~ncies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequen
cies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left
if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of
the operators and bystanders and the protection of propeny. Many of our safety precautions involve
the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies
is diminished as proposed by the FCC. the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin
of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable
of causing propeny damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to
lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds
of operators participate. We need the use ofour full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios. but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~~
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The Honorabl~'Greg l:.aughlin
312 S. Main
Victoria. TX 77901

RE: PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr. Laughlin:

. -...,

. '. :~ ... \ 0: °

.' :

0... ..0 .'
. ..

'.
James.p. Aikey
1001'School.Aciad .
Bellv'iil~;"Tx: i741.8· :'.' .

. '. . .

Febru.ary:3, 1993 .

: • .' o~ .: •

I have a long-standing interest in radio-controlled model aircraft. HoWever, it has only been in the last
few years that I have had th,~ leisll'e time ?H.1 the money to begin to truly enjoy constructing and operating

. these model J:~anes. As ot this year I became an active member in a local club and have purchased the
required nm-O'N band racios. . .

. .
I am very concerned about.!h,e above-captioned proposed rule changes, If this proposal is adopt.ed,·

the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use will be greatly reduced. and the risk of accidents
will be geatly increased. . .

Our frequencies are in the 72:-76 MHz band, which is used primarily for private land mobile dispatch
operations. The frequencies in this band are far enou~ apart that we have been able to sha-e the band
without any interference from or to such operations. It is my understanding that, if this proposal passes, the
50 frequencies presently available for radio control of model airplanes would be reduced to only 19.

When flying our models, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of operators, spectators and
property. Many safety precautions involve careful coordination and use of the frequencies. If the number of
frequencies is reduced, the remaining frequencies will become congested and safety will be geatly reduced.

You may not be aware that many model planes have wing spans up to 10 teet and weigh as much as
40 pounds. They are expensive to build but, more importantly, they can cause property damage, serious
injury, and even death if radio interference causes loss ot control of the craft. Since organized events often
include hunc~'eds ot operators and several hundred spectators, including many small children. we need the
use of our full complement of readio frequencies in order to assure a safe environment.

I feel it is unwise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at
the expense of radio control moc!E>;9rs. The FCC obviously does net feel we are as im::>ortarat as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and radio equipment.

For instance, if this proposal passes, all my radios would be unusable at my club. All my equipment
building tools, bUilding supplies, airplanes. support equipment, and radios -- would be lost. I would be unable
to recover any of my investment.

This hobby not only provides hundreds of hours of enjoyment to the builders/operators and
bystanders, it contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please do not pass PR Docket 92-235.

Sincerely yours,

~ /;~' /J (/
/.::~/CG-~/

JAMES D. AIKEY
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L.O, Smitty Smith
.Rte.lBo>d)~7
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The Honorable Lamar Smith
House of Representatives
242 Cannon'Building
Washington D.C. 20515

February 8, 1993

I am strongly opposed to the FCC action (NPRM, PR Docket 92-235),
reducing the frequency separation behyeen radio control and commercial
~. I am requesting your involvement with the FCC and opposition to
this ruling before the February,26 deadline.

Dear Mr. Smith,

I was just made aware that the Federal Communication Commission is considering imminent action to
dangerously reduce the margin of safety between commercial frequencies and those used by RIC
hobbyists like myself.

This FCC Rule change, (NPRM, PR Docket 92-235), if enacted, will limit the safety margins between
frequencies from 10 Khz to 2.5 Khz, effecting 48% of our available frequencies. Essentially rendering
them dangerous or useless!

This action will have a severe and detrimental impact on me, and the entire Radio Control industry
and community. Prior to the implementation of the 10 Khz safety margin, even the slightest overlap of
a neighboring signal on our frequency will cause an uncontrollable crash of an RIC Aircraft. We see this
occurring again.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans of 10 feet and weigh as much as 40
pounds! They are capable of causing property damage and serious injury or even death if radio
bterf~rence cau,:,>eS the operator to·) lose control of the c!af~. We fly o'.!r l.~rer?ft a~ organized events
where hundrM.5 of operators participate. We need a full complement of uncongested frequencies for a
safe flying environment and we depend on the current frequency separation to ensure the safety of
spectators as well as hobbyists!

I am a member of a growing community, and industry, estimated at one million (1,000,000) hobbyists.
Most RIC hobbyist have invested thousands of dollars for the purchase of radio equipment, aircraft
and other equipment. The loss of this equipment due to a crash, the injuries, possible lawsuits and bad
media that will result, will impact every responsible party, and not be easily forgotten.

I ask for your support as my elected representative to actively and immediately intercede, and overturn
this ruling before the February 26 deadline,

Most Sincerely,

(ii..IJIULJ eX:-zh'l;i1~/

A resident, voter and hobbyist
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. .
February 2~ 1993'

" .
... ..' . ~. ,

• ... 4

'DE~a r ··Mi.. 'taughl in,:'

T ~m a ~eti~ed Miltt~ry Officer (Army Aviator) and derive many
hours of enjoyment from constructing and operating radio con~

trolled modelair~lanes. Ibave been interested in aviation for
as long as T can remember. I am very active in local clubs whose
members enjoy constructing,and operating,radio control.l~d model
airplanes'... . ,

I am very concerned' about pr'.')posed rules' that are Gurr~·ntly
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proce~ding PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch opera
tions. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been
able to share the band without either use interfering with the
other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. T am told that of the 50 frequencies that
are presently available for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystand
ers and' the protection of property. Many of our safety precau
tions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio
control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans of
over 10 feet and weigh as much as 40 Or 50 pounds. The models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they

'are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even
death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We often fly our model? at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the
use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to

.: :
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aSSu£e a safe flying enviro~ment.

>,1' .do not·:.t:hink i t i.~ .wise: :of: t.he· FCC· to seek ·to·· i:mproye'.,:,fhe ...
.: . .... op·era.tingcondi tions'6f:l:aIjcFm:i:)tj'il~'radIo u~~r's,a~the'ex'p~n~e

of radio.control'modelers. The FCC may.not think'w'e are as
important· .aG··.bus iness users' of radios, but we have aconsidera
b l~ ~nvestm.ent .. iri our :mopels.. and: in, (:mJ; rad.io.:e·qu.ipment.· 'r.he· .
hobby provi'des"many hours'of enjoyment to thousands dfpeopie ,
like mysel f and' contributes to the adva'ncement a'nd development
of the commercial aviatioD industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76
MHz band.

inceI~' .

~~~lc~
Joh 1:.. Yunker
Co • USA Retired
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RJasbtngttm,.1.9cit ?0515-4314
COMMI.TTEE ON '.

MERCHANT MARINE AND FIS'HERIES

GREG LAUGHLIN .
••. ·.:··l4TH'l?tST"~t.:-J:El("'S:'''-.;'' ';'.', ' .• ; ......•.

COMMITTEE 'ON

PUHlIC WORKS AND TRANSPORTATION

• . .., SUBCOMMITTEES.... .
'COAST GUARO.ANl> NAVIGATION'

FISHERIES AND WI~DLlFE CONSERVATION
AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Ms. .Lauren Belvin
1919 Elm St.·, .NE
Washingtdn, D.C ... 20554

Dear Ms. Belvin:

I have received several letters from my constituents concerning FCC
regulations about radio-controlled model aircraft.

Enclosed please find two letters for you review relating to·PR Docket
92-235.

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

Sincerely,

n
ngress

Enclosure

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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William Kinney
106 Joe Sayer St.
Elgin,TX 78621

The Honorable Jake Pickle
US liouseof Represe.J.lt.ives
242 Cannoif lluilqing· .
Wa·shington D.C. 20515

February 6, 1993

.j
,.

tam slroniIY Ql!l!osed to the FCC action (NPRM, PR DOcket 92-235), .
redtiong the frequency separation between radio control and commercial
uses. I am reques~ngyour involvement with the FCC and opposition to
.this ~~i:i6 before the Fci>ruary 26 deadline.

Dear Mr.Pickle

I was just made aware that the Federal Communication Commission is considering imminent action to
dangerously reduce the margin of safety between commercial frequencies and those used by RIC
hobbyists like myself.

This FCC Rule change, (NPRM, PR Docket 92-235), if enacted, will limit the safety margins between
frequencies from 10 Khz to 2.5 Khz, effecting 48% of our available frequencies. Essentially rendering
them dangerous or useless!

This action will have a severe and detrimental impact on me, and the entire Radio Control industry
and community. Prior to the implementation of the 10 Khz safety margin, even the slightest overlap of
a neighboring signal on our frequency will cause an uncontrollable crash of an RIC Aircraft. We see this
occurring again.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans of 10 feet and weigh as much as 40
pounds! They are capable of causing property damage and serious injury or even death if radio
interference causes the operator too lose control of the craft. We fly our aircraft at organized events
where hundreds of operators participate. We need a full complement of uncongested frequencies for a .
£:.~21yi~o :::n·.-:_·C;l::;C:i.~ ~i.d v,,~ ,1.~pend on the current irequency separation to ensure the safety of
spectators as well as hobbyists!

I am a member of a growing community, and industry, estimated at one million (1,000,000) hobbyists.
Most RIC hobbyist have invested thousands of dollars for the purchase of radio equipment, aircraft
and other equipment. The loss of this equipment due to a crash, the injuries, possible lawsuits and bad
media that will result, will impact every responsible party, and not be easily forgotten.

[(1251/----

I ask for your support as my elected representative to actively and immediately intercede, and overturn
this ruling before the February 26 deadline.

~h,-S At!TI()AJ P)()UU 7!c eX77L~?1It-zY
lAPt"A,·f2, -6 -\M.- fY\ di'¥f;L,INh ¥OTL.-or:

Most Sincerely,

/(}~(!~

T 5~AUCi1
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